SOMERSET BERKLEY REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT

REVISED ELECTRONIC DEVICE POLICY 2012 - 2013
I. Introduction

The integration of technology in the school environment is rapidly increasing in academic institutions across the country.  Technology affords students the ability as well as the opportunities to become genuine global learners and critical thinkers. It is with this 21st century mindset that Somerset Berkley Regional High School has modified its electronic communication policy to reflect the Massachusetts technology standards and support student learning in the classroom.  

This policy paradigm shift stems from the belief system that Somerset Berkley students will continue to strive to be active and globally responsible citizens in all facets of their academic settings, including digital environments.  The technology policy encompasses the four tenets highlighted in the technology vision statement:  1) technology team, 2) professional development system, 3) effective and innovative instructional practices, 4) monitor student engagement and achievement, and 5) organizational efficiency and staff productivity.
II. Electronic Device Permitted Areas
Students may responsibly use electronic devices:

· During library (unless part of academic class time) and cafeteria time.

· During class time WITH TEACHER APPROVAL AND FOLLOWING TEACHER DIRECTIVE.  IF A TEACHER DIRECTS THAT ANY TYPE OF ELECTRONIC DEVICE IS NOT TO BE USED, AND A STUDENT UTILIZES THE DEVICE, IMMEDIATE DISCIPLINE WILL OCCUR INCLUDING CONFISCATION OF THE ELECTRONIC DEVICE.  
· At any point, if an individual teacher deems electronic devices inappropriate for classroom usage, he/she may direct the class that they may not open and/or utilize their device.  Failure to comply with this directive will result in immediate disciplinary action.

· During pep rallies, Case Rally, and non-academic related school events.


Students’ inappropriate use of electronic devices includes, but may not be limited to:
· Ignoring or disrespectfully responding to a question or a directive from a staff member

· Creating a loud, unpleasant, or disruptive climate for other students, staff members, teachers, and/or visitors

· Taking or disseminating unauthorized photos or videos

· Using electronic devices in bathrooms, locker rooms, or other areas with an expectation of privacy

· Students are reminded that cyber bullying is the willful and repeated use of cell phones, computers, and other electronic communication devices to harass and threaten others.  Instant messaging, chat rooms, e-mails, and messages posted on websites are the most common methods of this new twist on bullying.  Cyber bullies can quickly spread messages and images to a vast audience while remaining anonymous, often making them difficult to trace.  Students are reminded of the possible legal consequences of violating personal privacy and related laws, including federal and state bullying, harassment, and/or sexual harassment regulations.

III. Lost & Stolen Personal Devices
SOMERSET BERKLEY REGIONAL HIGH SCHOOL IS NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY LOST OR STOLEN PERSONAL BELONGINGS BROUGHT ONTO SCHOOL GROUNDS.  IF AN ELECTRONIC DEVICE IS LOST OR STOLEN, THE OWNER MAY CHOOSE TO FILE A COMPLAINT WITH THE SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICER AND/OR SOMERSET POLICE DEPARTMENT.  

IV. Computer Ethics/Acceptable Use

Use of the Somerset Berkley Regional School District electronic communication system is a privilege that will be withdrawn from irresponsible users.  Users must accept responsibility to use school-provided internet service in a manner consistent with state and national regulations and the educational goals of SBRSD.  Irresponsible users are ones that do not adhere to the guidelines for electronic device user conduct.  

V. Personal Safety

Users will not post inappropriate personal information about themselves or other people on the Internet during school hours.   Users will promptly disclose to a school administrator any message they receive or view that is inappropriate in nature.  

VI. Illegal Activity/System Security

Users will not attempt to gain unauthorized access to the District system or to any other computer system through this local area network, or go beyond their authorized access. This includes attempting to log in through another person's account or access another person's hardware and files. These actions are illegal, even if only for the purpose of "browsing”. Users will not make deliberate attempts to disrupt the computer system’s performance or destroy data by spreading computer viruses or by any other means. These actions are illegal. Users will not use the District network to engage in any illegal acts.

Users are responsible for the use of their individual account(s) and should take all reasonable precautions to prevent others from being able to use/access their account. Under no conditions should a user provide his/her password to another person. Users will immediately notify the Main Office or Administration if they have identified a possible security problem. Users will not go looking for security problems, because this may be construed as an illegal attempt to gain access. Users will not upload, create, or spread computer viruses.
VII. Cell Phones

Talking on cell phones in common areas of the school is strictly prohibited (i.e. classrooms, cafeterias, libraries, hallways, etc.).  If a student has a situation where it is necessary to make a phone call, this will be done in the office with the approval of administrators.  Talking on the phone in common areas will result in the same consequences as engaging in distractive or disruptive behavior. 
Talking on the phone at ANY time to ANYONE is prohibited.  If a student needs to speak with someone via phone, he/she must use the school phone at the discretion of SBRSD staff.  Phones are available in the Main Office, Guidance and the nurse’s office.  

VIII. Texting

Texting/communicating with anyone via an electronic device during school hours is prohibited, unless directed for an educational purpose.  While a student may be in a study hall texting, he/she may be texting a person in an academic course.  This is a distraction for the student, teacher, and entire classroom.  The electronic device policy is intended for students to use devices for academic purposes. 

IX. Music

In the library and during non-academic course time, students may listen to soft music while working on academic coursework.  Students are expected to wear only one ear bud in the event that a teacher directive is given during the course of the study hall/library time.  Music cannot be audible to anyone but the user.  At no time should the external ring tones of the electronic device be audible to the general population.  All electronic devices should be on SILENT during the school day.  No noise and/or vibrating should be heard by anyone as this is a disruption to others.  

X. Pictures/Videos

Absolutely no pictures and/or videos should be taken with an electronic device, unless directed for educational purposes.  

The School Administration is willing to consider expanding the electronic device policy to include other areas of the building; however, the expansion of the policy is solely predicated on the manner/demeanor in which the Somerset Berkley student body responds and adheres to the content of this policy.  

